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NEAFCS
Texas Affiliate Award Winners

Communications—Newsletter Award

Cynthia Covarrubias | Aileen Sifuentes | Valeria Arredondo

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Better Living for Texans agents created
distinct newsletters that have a connection to emphasize the core areas of
Better Living for Texans. Based on research and evidence-based
information, the newsletters are directed to all SNAP-ED.

Florence Hall Award

Natalie Snowden

The Floyd County Safe Driving Expo, a program designed to educate teens
on the dangers of distracted driving and driving under the influence.
Through this initiative, teens were empowered to understand that their
choices matter and that every decision behind the wheel can lead to
lasting positive or negative consequences.

Community Partnership Award

Julie York | Louraiseal McDonald | Clarissa Moon

The partnership between county Extension agents and Area Agency on

Aging - East Texas has created increased confidence and a reduced fear of
falling in the 73 A Matter of Balance participants.



Distinguished Service Award

Joanne Ureste-Armijo

Joanne Ureste marked a decade of dedicated service with Extension.
Guided by the profound words of Steve Jobs, "Your work is going to fill a
large part of your life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to do what
you believe is great work. And the only way to do great work is to love what
you do." Joanne has consistently strived to make a meaningful impact on
the lives of individuals and families in Hidalgo County.

Shea Nebgen

Shea Nebgen has built a distinguished extension career through a variety
of excellent programs she has developed, as well as the personal and
professional growth she has achieved in her Extension career.

Tonya Poncik

Tonya Poncik has been a County Extension Agent in Lee County since 2002.
Her efforts have focused on health and wellness, food safety,
strengthening community partnerships, and youth development.

Early Childhood Care Training Award

Caroline Cruz | Ted Stevens | Jaden Kelly | Dr. Jodi Nerren

Using the Let’s Go Outside: Nature is Our Classroom! curriculum, the Texas
Tree-mendous Teachers initiative uses trees as a gateway to explore the
natural world. quipping early childhood educators with tools and strategies
Ito connect young learners to nature through engaging, outdoor-based
earning.

Excellence in Teamwork Award

Joanne Ureste-Armijo

The Field to Fabric: A Youth Quilting Camp utilized South Texas's
agricultural heritage, focusing on cotton, to provide a unique educational
experience. It connected youth to their local environment and the origins
of cotton fabric, enhancing their understanding of agriculture. The
program included lessons on cotton's history, production, and pest
management, integrating agriculture, science, and hands-on learning for
an engaging experience.



Past Presidents’ New Professional Award

Sanci Hall

Sanci Hall, a U.S. Army Combat Veteran and AgrilLife Extension Agent, has
empowered over 10,000 individuals with nutrition education through
innovative programs and outreach—earning state and national recognition
for improving health in Tarrant County.

Extension Disaster Education Award

Kaci Scott | Xane Reiter | Julie Smith | Ronda White

This team is being recognized for their work with Out of the Blue: Expect the
Unexpected, a four-session program presented in Borden, Garza, Lynn, and
Scurry Counties, which addresses preparing for natural disasters, handling
emergencies, legalities, record keeping, and end-of-life planning.

Environmental Education Award

Jennifer Herrera

The Cameron County MasterGardener BOO-tanical Fall Festival offers
family-friendly activities promoting gardening knowledge, environmental
sustainability, and community engagement through workshops, plant
clinics, gardening demonstrations, crafts, games, and localpartnerships.

School Wellness Award

Cynthia Covarrubis | Aileen Sifuentes | Angelica Sifuentes-Pena | Valeria Arredondo

Fasken Elementary and Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension partnered to
improve nutrition and physical activity. Through gardening, interactive
activities, and family engagement, they achieved significant positive
changes in student and family health habits, earning Healthy South Texas
recognition.



























